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May 10,2000 

Commissioners 
Federal Election Commission 
999 E. Street, NW 
Washington, DC 

RE: Addendum to Complaint against Edward M. Bernstein, A Lot of People 
Supporting Ed Bernstein, Michael M. Kern, Treasurer and Edward M. 
Bernstein and Associates 

Dear Commission: 

Since filing our original complaint on April 4, 2000, Edward M. 
Bernstein, the candidate, has not only continued to violate the Federal 
Election Campaign Act of 197 1 , as amended, 2. U. S.C. 43 1 , but his law firm 
has purchased additional air time for additional, new commercials hrthering 
his coordination of excessive and prohibited campaign contributions under 2 
U.S.C. 441 b and failing to report such contributions. 

. ' Please find the new commercial, in addition to the original complaint, 
attached. . 

. w a d a  Republican Party , 

W ' I  

.. c* %mj-n to and subscribed before me this / k y  of May, 2000. 
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National 
Com m i t teernan 
,Tom Wiesner 

National 
Comrnitteewomun 
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Paid for by the Nevada Republican Party 



Bernstein & Associates commercial 
:30 seconds 

Ed has a number of qualities that serve 
‘him well no matter what he does. 

He’s sensitive to the needs of the client, 
he’s dedicated to his craft. 

I’ve noticed that Ed is also very quick to 
hear the opinions of others before he 
voices his own. 

He takes what seems to be the very best 
of those.. . 

and combine them into an opinion that 
is, that seems to be the right answer 
every single time there is a problem. 

Male attorney in office setting 

“Ed Bernstein Cares” super 

Return to attorney 

“Ed Bernstein Listens” super 

Return to attorney 



Bernstein Southern Nevada Clips 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

New Bernstein and Associates commercial with “Ecc Cares” 1 
entitled “Maria”. Aired on Channel 3 on 2/28/00 at 6 PM. 

ieme 

New Bernstein and Associates commercial with “Ed Cares” theme 
entitled “Paul”. Aired on Channel 3 on 2/29/00 at 6 PM. 

Previously used Bernstein and Associates commercial in Spanish. 
Bernstein appears and speaks in the commercial, saying “Take the 
first step” in Spanish. Still airing as of 3/23/00 at.6 PM on 
Channel 9.. 

Recent episode of Ed Bernstein show with guest Congresswoman 
Shelley Berkley. Serious political theme and heavy undertones of 
Bernstein’s candidacy and the Senate race. Aired on Channel 3 on 
3/12/00 at 7 PM. 

News story of Bernstein announcement with contrast of old 
Bernstein commercial and new version. Aired on Channel 13 on 
3/13/00. 

Second phase of new Bernstein and Associates commercial with 
“Ed Bernstein Cares” and “Ed Bernstein Listens” theme with male 
attorney. Aired on Channel 3 on 5/4/00. 
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i. W. BRIAN m s  
UWUTY OCNERM COUNSEL. 

March 29, 2000 

‘mi 
FR: 

RE: 

Under established Federal Eleotion Commission (“FEC” preaedenf a law firm and e campaign will 

advertisements colstmllod by the candidate that echo a tb .me of the candidorto’s campaign. 

Ryan Erwin, Executive Director, Nevada Republ can Party 
Craig M- Emgle, Gcndral Counsel 
R. Brian Lewis, Dcprlly General Counwl 
Commercial Advertisements as Campaign Caotr butions 

w -- - ..-- 

- violate federal election law whcn a candidate is a name II kmbt  of a law firm which is running 

For c m p l o ,  in 1997 Joel Hyatt for Senate and his law fl h, Hyatt Legal Semi- signed a conciliation 
agmcrnont with the Federal Election Commission (“FE ) admitting violations af fdeml elcciion law. 
(copy e n c l d ) .  The FEC found that because the law fir1 1’s ads echoed Hyatt’s campaign themes and the 

the firm’s payment fbr the ads wcro cxcossZvc campaign bntributions to Hptt ’s  campaip. The law a 

Prior to his dcclmtion ofcandidacy, Hyatt Legal Servici 3 aired straight-frsrward adrrmtiscments in which 

- * 

candidate, campaign or. camHign consultams warn in COI trol ofthe medium, timing and content of ads, 

firm and the campa€@cn agmd to pay B $1 1,000 civil W’i !ty Tor helt  violations. 

. .  

. .  
I 

Joel Hyatt panal ly  appeared as the fGrn’s gpbkesmsm.’ 

Shortly after deolariqj his candidacy Tar U.S. Senate, Ja 
necessitated changes to thc fim’s advertisements. He dr‘ 
be pulled and roplacsd with new ones in which he would 

The new ads were based on actual client histories from fil 
of health e m  and crime: two issues whbh Wyaet and his 

. .campaign. While the ads wem up, health w e  and crim(i 

Because Joel Hyatt controtled the cantent and themes of 
did became campaign issues, the FEC determined the ad: 
cclcction. Further, because the ads were coordinated wia. 
the ads constituted an mcess!ve contribution from the fit 

In reviewing Mr. Bemstein’s new billboards, his law firh 
announoement opecch, it Is likely the FEC would treat thi 
excessive contributions fmm his law firm to his U.S. S ~ I  
the viotatitm would be of the more serious prohibition ad 
campaigns. I 

- . 

! 

Violations of federal eletion law may carry civil pnaltii 
referral to the Attainey General, permanent or temporary 

1 recommend a .rwiew of Mr. Bematein’s law firm’s t& 
an inquiry into oonnections’betwocn tho parties involved 

1 
L .  

: Hyatt dotcnniwd that his candidacy 
Zctcd that the fitm’s ads in which he appeared 
tot appear. 

- 
5 

t firm and blended in new public policy hemes 
pnsultants knew were likely to be raised in the 
 ere mlwi by Wyatt’s campaign. 

ae firm’s ads which werc likely to, and in fact 
were “for the .purpwc of influencing’’ Hyatt’s 
loel Hyatt and paid for by the firm, the value of 
I to the campaign wmmittee. 

?s new television commercials and his 
‘cost of thosc biilbads and cornmerr;ials as 
btecampaign. If the law finn is i n m ~ w d ,  
:inst corporate contributions to f d r a l  

b up to 300% the amount of the contribution, 
Injunction, or retraining order. 

ision ads prior to his becoming a candidate and 
vith these and his campaign organization. 
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Edwurcl M. Bematein & Associata 
:GO'L'V ad 

Paul Hdirer One day Ed ovcrhcud a 
tclcphonc conversation I was haking.. , 

where thcrc was a p b i n n  and t l y  r!iw; 
who was cxpcctcd to be in 1.w V 1:: ' -. fb, 

il wurt proceeding that would lasl most 
of thc day. He also had two small 
childrcn a d  thwe was no one to watch 
them. When I hung up thc phone Ed 
askcti what the problem was arid I told 
him ... 
and he simply said huve the client bring 
his kids here. When thc clictit did show 
up with his kids ed usiged. .  . 
an employee of thc k n  to watch over 
the kids. 'I'herc wcrc toys in the room 
and lhcy were both taken cam ofso that 
thc fathcr could.. . . 

concentrate on what hc nccdcd to . . 

conccntmtc on Tor the court proceeding. 

Nmcy Bcms~uin: Edwdrd M . 13ernstciu 
and Associates thc first step in getting 
thc CUC yoti n c d .  

Paul Hairc Whul T learned that day 
about Ed was that our lirm was more 
about helping the family every bit as 
much as helping thc individuul client. 
And indccd hr: instilled in m e  that day to 
treat the clicnt's hmily thc way I would 
my wry  own. 

- Video 

Paul Hairc on (;amera in officc with 
supcr: "Paul Hilire, Attorney _. 

Black screen whitc s u p :  "'Ed Ilemstein 
is Different" 

Black screen white supct: "Ed Bunstein . 

Cams" . . .  
, .  

'I'wo young girls playing with toys 

Paul Hairc on camera in same ofice 
setting 

Nancy Bernstein in lcathcr oficc chair 
bchind desk with krnstein's logo 
supam? hotlorn right 

Paul Haire hack on camera in ofiicc with 
Bernstcin logo supend bottom right.. 


